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Reagan Orders ¢

By Michael Getler
Washington Post Staff Writer
President Reagan, claiming that
Jeaks of classified informagion have
become “a problem of major propor-

tions within the US. government,”

yesterday ordered a sharp crack-

down on official contacts with the’

media, and warned that “all legal
methods” will be used to investigate
government employes who may have
disclosed such information.
Directives signed yesterday by the
president, based on recommenda-
tions by his new national security af-

fairs adviser, Williamn P. Clark, re-

quire that “all contacts with any el-
ement of the news media in which
classified National Security Council
matters or classified intelligence in-
formation are discussed” must have
the advance approval of an unapec-
ified “senior official.” .
Furthermore, officials interviewed
then must provide a memorandum

about what was discussed. _
" 'The number of officials with ac-

cess to classified documents and in-
ternal deliberations also will “be kept
to a minimum.”

Acknowledging “the government’s
lack of success in identifying the
sources of unauthorized disclosure”
of classified mformatlon, the direc-

o~

The White House officials, who could not be
Jdentified under rules of the briefing, say the new
-directives flow from a "virtual hemorrhage of leaks
‘in the national security area which the president
believee have hampered formulahon of foreign
and defense policy.”

Askedforenmplesolmhdamamngleaks,the
officlals cited the recent reports of the adminis-

's decision on the sale of fighter planes to
Tuwan. The officials insisted that there has been
a string of other damaging leaks, but declined to
give further examples.
" When reporters asketl whether the admnmstra
tion would no longer leak classified information
intentionally to support its case.on certain issues
and reminded the officials that concern over leaks
had caused the Nixon administration to set up the
ill-fated “plumbers” operation, one official said:

“Every president has been concerned about this

problem. Every president has taken remedial
steps to deal with it. This president is attempting

_ todoit... toshut these leaks down.”

In his statement, the president referred to the
constitutional responsibility for protecting free-

-dom of the press. “But it also requires that gov-
ernment functions be discharged efficiently and
effectively, he said, and the disclosure of unautho-
rized information mth impunity “must not be al-
lowed to continue.”

_ In an accompanying statement, Clark said, “We
fully recognize the paradox inherent in our sys-
tem.” He said the measures should not be con-
strued as criticism of the press. Rather, he said,
“The press has been doing its job—collecting in-
formation—better than the government has been
doing its job—protecting national security infor-
mation.”

Thenewd:rectlvesappeartobeomﬂxefirst
actions by Clark, who heard the president com-

plammaboutthehuhofmemorandumandpol .

icy considerations at a Cabinet meeting last week,
,‘hmﬁntuncemutotheWhlteHousefrom
{. the State Department.
. TheRugunldmmmtrahonhashndmeofﬂ\e
‘ most restrictive press informsation policies in the
{ national security area, with reporters denied ac-
EcastooﬁcmhmﬂieNSCmﬁandmﬂxthe

CIA, bothofwhnchwerefrequentsouroesof back-

ground information under previous administra-

'l'herewereanumbetofunansweredquestlons
'_tttbebneﬁnglastwemng Officials said it was
not yet clear who the “senior official” would be
“wh8 would approve interviews, but they suggested
Itwwldprobablymvolveoneofﬂculmeach
_.agency rather than a single “czar™ Asked if “all
" Jagal methods” of investigation included Lie detec-
.. ter tests, off‘mhmdﬂ-ywonn‘tmnpwuonto
* &nswer,
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rackdown on Leaks
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